PRESIDENT
Bruce Hill
HealthPlus of Michigan

SECRETARY
Randy Narowitz
Total Health Care.

TREASURER
Beverly A. Allen
CoventryCares of Michigan

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

William R. Alvin
Health Alliance Plan

Kathy Kendall
MeclLaren Health Plan

Kimberly Thomas
Priority Health

BOARD MEMBERS

Jon Cotton

Meridian Health Plan of Michigan
Carrie Harris-Muller

ProCare Health Plan
Stephan Harris

Molina Healthcare of Michigan
Roland Palmer

Grand Valley Health Plan

John Randolph
Paramount Care of Michigan

Mark Saffer
Midwest Health Plan

Don Schmidt
UnitedHealthcare Community
Plan. Inc.,
Dennis Smith
Upper Peninsula Health Plan
Scott Wilkerson
Physicians Health Plan

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Richard B. Murdock
Michigan Association of
Health Plans

Michigan Association of Health Plans

| am Christine Shearer, Deputy Director of Legislation and Advocacy
for the Michigan Association of Health Plans. Our organization
represents 15 health plans serving over 2.5 million Michigan citizens
in commercial, Medicaid, and Medicare products, and 55 business
and limited members.

| am here today to represent the views of our members in opposing
Senate Bills 237, 238, and 239. | don’t want to overwhelm you with
numbers and acronyms, but a few will be necessary to explain the
position of our Medical Directors’ Committee.

Our member plans support and encourage timely vaccination of their
members. Vaccination is about the single best advance in medicine
— ever. This legislation, however, seems at odds with its goals —
making sure children are appropriately immunized according the
Advisory Committee for Immunization Practices (ACIP) of the Center
for Disease Control (CDC) and improving public health.

Michigan’s health plans are some of the best in the nation in quality
and consumer satisfaction. They are dedicated, innovative and
committed in their approach to meeting the national quality
accreditation benchmarks set by the National Committee for Quality
Assurance (NCQA). Part of the assessment of a health plan’s
performance is measured through data collected about specific
events of care and service. The Healthcare Effectiveness Data and
Information Set (HEDIS) is a tool used by more than 90 percent of
America's health plans. Altogether, HEDIS consists of 75 measures
across 8 domains of care. Because so many plans collect HEDIS
data, and because the measures are so specifically defined, HEDIS
makes it possible to compare the performance of health plans on an
"apples-to-apples" basis.

There is a specific HEDIS measurement for immunizations. For
children and adolescents, they must have certain types BEFORE they
turn 13 years and O days.. If the immunization is given even one day
past their member’s 13 birthday, they are given a failing grade for that
child. Most children can start these types of vaccines when they turn
11. They have two year to complete the serjes.

In addition, our Medicaid plans are contracted through the state to
provide a certain level of care and are monitored by MDCH which is
monitored by CMS for quality for these HEDIS Measures. There are
consequences for Health Plans and MDCH for not meeting these
measures.
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This legislation pushes back the grade for schools to report
compliance. Limiting the time available for a child to get up to date.
MAHP feels limiting reporting to a single grade is the wrong
approach. This change does not facilitate the improvement of public
health as MDCH and the health plans are not working synergistically.
Instead reporting should be made school-wide and be age based.
This is a better approach on many levels.

What happens to those kids not keeping up with their grade? How
many children are held back each year? How many parents delay the
start of school for their children because they are not ready? |
requested some age/grade data from the Michigan Department of
Education, but have not yet received it.

Last session the Michigan Legislature passed a bill to increase the
minimum age of kindergarten admission over the next few years,
further increasing the age of each successive grade. Also increasing
the possibility of kids being past the recommended age for
vaccination by the time they reach the 7" grade.

Keeping the reporting age-based is consistent with the immunization
schedule published by the CDC, requirement from NCQA HEDIS
measures, the MDCH Adolescent Immunization Toolkit published on
the MDCH website (http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0.1607.7-132-
2945 5104 5281-232632--,00.html) and reporting in the Michigan
Care Improvement Registry (MCIR).

There is no mention of grade in any of these. By giving parents the
message that immunizations are required by a certain grade, schools
are diluting the significance of the CDC recommendations. It sends a
mixed message, why confuse the issue further? By keeping a
consistent age-based communication for the public, we can work
together to improve Michigan’s immunization rate in improve our
public health.

During conversations the MAHP Medical Directors had with the
Department, an aspect of concern was that doctors report a rush for
immunization before the start of school. By changing the grade
reporting, this problem would only be alleviated for one year. The
following year the rush would be back on. If the requirement were
age-based, children would more likely get their immunizations at
different times of the year, thereby avoiding a pre-grade rush.

If new vaccines are developed and recommended, an age-based
approach could by-pass the need for new legislation, and in the end,
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simplify reporting. When we asked about the possibility of somehow
making reporting age rather than grade specific, we were informed
that the schools would have a hard time with it, because they have
never done it that way before. | find it ironic that for schools to report
vaccination compliance, they will check MCIR for students in a
specific grade, but only IF they are of a certain age. They are already
putting their list together based on age.

Our medical directors were planning to work with both MDCH and
MDE to develop a better approach. But with busy schedules, other
commitments and an accelerated time frame based on the
department’s wish to have this in place for a July 1 start date, those
discussions have not taken place.

We suggest amending the legislation to do away with the grade
entirely. Require all schools to report on specific dates of your
choosing, and keep the message as simple as possible. Lets not get
caught up in the paper work and forget the person. There is a child
and a family. We want them immunized, because it is good for them
and it is good for Michigan’'s Public Health.

The MAHP Medical Directors respectfully ask that if no amendment
can be agreed upon, that you vote against this bill, and leave the sixth
grade reporting as-is, or add the requirement for reporting in seventh
grade as well.

Thank you.
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